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Mayor Dennis Wellington

Albany, located on the south coast of Western 
Australia less than 4 hours from Perth’s southern 
suburbs, is a picturesque and historic City about to 
come into its own.

Home to a growing population of 35,000 
community-conscious residents, the City of Albany 
aims to be WA’s most sought after place to live, 
work and visit – a vision which grows closer to 
reality every day.

Albany – WA’s oldest European settlement – has 
long been a popular tourism destination, but its 
stunning scenery, incredible food and wine; and 
sunny, mild climate are just the start of the story.

2014 is a watershed year for the City of Albany. A 
range of major developments, opportunities and 
events are in the immediate pipeline – not least of 

which is the November Anzac Centenary.

Anzac Albany

On November 1 1914, thousands of Australian and 
New Zealand troops departed Albany for the First 
World War.

For many, it was the last time they saw Australian 
soil.

Significant resources from all levels of 
government have been put towards appropriately 
commemorating the Anzac Centenary in Albany: 
the birthplace of the Anzac story, and the site of the 
first ever Anzac service, conducted by Padre White.

All eyes will be on Albany for the Anzac Centenary. 
A range of significant commemorative events are 
planned between October 30 and November 2, 
many of which will be televised nationally by ABC.

The event program will include a symbolic 
departure of naval ships, a troop march and major 
community concert, among a wealth of other 
highlights, which are detailed at www.anzacalbany.
com.au.

Perhaps the most important event will be the official 
opening of the $10 million National Anzac Centre, 
a nationally significant and lasting memorial to the 
ANZACs.

The centre will sit overlooking King George Sound 
within the rejuvenated Princess Royal Fortress, an 
historic gun battery built in the 1800s to defend the 
nation from feared Russian raids. 

Albany Mayor Dennis Wellington said the National 
Anzac Centre would be the centrepiece of a 
heritage precinct destined to be the envy of the 
country.

“Our aim is to leverage the Anzac Centenary into 
providing major economic benefits for Albany, not
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just for the four-day period this year, but for the 
whole 2014-18 period and well beyond that,” he 
said.

“We believe heritage tourism has the potential to 
play a major role in our identity and economy.”

In addition to the NAC, a major $6 million 
upgrade of Albany’s Anzac Day memorial area 
has been completed, doubling crowd capacity 
and providing major aesthetic benefits.

Albany’s CBD will also be revamped, including 
a brand-new Town Square, and an upgrade of 
historic Stirling Terrace.

Major events

Looking beyond the Anzac Centenary, Mr 
Wellington said there was strong potential for the 
City to be able capitalise on its newly elevated 
profile to attract more major events, such as the 
2013-2014 Clipper Round the World Yacht Race, 
which Albany hosted in November and December 
last year.

The unique and high-profile race placed 
international attention on Albany, and provided a 
welcome economic boost to the region.

A hub for science and technology

One of the more exciting new initiatives to arise 
in recent months is the “Albany Innovation Park”, 
a concept tied to the vision of Albany as regional 
hub for science and higher education.

The Innovation Park concept seeks to create 
a major business park in Albany based around 
science and technology research companies.

Mr Wellington said the concept was gaining 
traction as a major potential economic driver for 
Albany and the Great Southern region.

“It’s certainly still early days at the moment, 
but the idea really seems to be getting a lot of 
support,” he said.

“It makes a lot of sense, and would fit extremely 
well with another of our long-term objectives, 
which is a major expansion of our tertiary 
education sector.”

Mr Wellington said Albany was already home to 
a campus of the University of Western Australia, 
the state’s most prestigious university, but 
course offerings and student numbers were fairly 
limited.

“What we would love to see happen eventually is 
for Albany to become a major university city, and 

When the ANZACs 
left our shores, 
we proudly kept the 
lights on for them.

westernpower.com.au

This year marks the centenary of the First Fleet 

leaving Albany’s shores for Gallipoli. To remember 

the sacrifi ce the ANZACs made for our country, 

Albany is hosting a special event 30 Oct – 2 Nov. 

As we’ve been delivering electricity to the Great 

Southern region for over 100 years, we’re honoured 

to play our role in helping to organise this special 

event and in supporting the continued growth of this 

community we call home. 

To learn more, visit anzacalbany.com.au
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a major regional hub for science and education,” he 
said.

Green energy, big business

Linked to Albany’s higher education aspirations 
is its reputation as a focal point for the renewable 
energy industry. 

Albany is already home to a massive – and 
strikingly beautiful – 18 turbine wind farm, which 
sits atop grand cliffs overlooking the Southern 
Ocean and has (almost inadvertently) turned into 
one of the region’s most popular tourist attractions 
– while also generating the equivalent of 80 per 
cent of Albany’s energy needs.

Promising renewable energy company Carnegie 
Wave Energy has expressed strong interest in 
harnessing the fearsome power of the Southern 
Ocean in an area adjacent to the wind farm, 
following its current commercial demonstration 
project in Perth. 

Mr Wellington sees no reason why Albany couldn’t 
be the green business capital of Australia.

A premier beachside destination

The WA State Government recently announced an 

“What we would love to see happen 

eventually is for Albany to become a major 

university city, and a major regional hub for 

science and education”

Centennial Park

official “Improvement Plan” for one of WA’s most 
iconic locations: Middleton Beach, paving the way 
for a major revitalisation of the area.

A large beachfront block, once home to the famous 
Esplanade Hotel, has lay vacant since 2007, and 
the lack of development by the site’s offshore 
owners has long been a thorn in the side of locals 
and visitors alike.

The State Government has entered into 
negotiations to purchase the site, and has stated 
the Improvement Plan provides authority for the site 
to be acquired compulsorily if those negotiations 
are unsuccessful.

While it’s early days yet, signs are very positive 
an outcome will soon be reached for what holds 
potential to once more be WA’s most beautiful 
beachside precinct.

On the waterfront

Development at the spectacular Albany’s waterfront 
precinct on the edge of Princess Royal Harbour 
have moved ahead in leaps and bounds since the 
completion of the world-class $70 million Albany 
Entertainment Centre in late 2010.

A large tavern/restaurant, “Due South”, is currently 
under construction adjacent to the entertainment 
centre and is expected to add a new dimension to 
the district.

Even more significant will be an announcement 
from the WA State Government – expected 
imminently – regarding a major hotel development 
on the waterfront. Once approved by Cabinet the 
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hotel will provide a welcome boost to Albany’s 
accommodation capacity in the long-term.

A regional sport and recreation centre

The $26 million-plus Centennial Park Sporting 
Precinct project aims to create the Great Southern’s 
premier shared sporting precinct, encompassing a 
huge area close to the city’s centre.

Grand in scope and ambition, the project aims to 
deliver a major new sports stadium, a wealth of new 
amateur playing fields, new public shared parkland 
and major aesthetic improvements, among many 
other features.

Improved air services

Albany’s airport – which is now serviced by Virgin 
Australia Regional Airlines – received a major 
upgrade to its security services and terminal last 
year.

Runway upgrades were completed in April this year 
as the next stage of this project, which will grant 
the airport the ability to handle jet aircraft. This will 
not only benefit the tourist trade, but will assist 
Albany’s burgeoning FIFO market direct to the 
State’s north. 

Rio Tinto already operates direct FIFO flights from 

Proud owner of the 
Albany Wind Farm

The Albany Wind Farm plays a  key role in 

generating electricity for Synergy - WA’s largest 

energy provider to more than one million customers. 

The Albany Wind Farm supplies about 80 per cent 

of the town’s annual electricity needs. Synergy is a 

proud member of the Albany community.

Albany Wind Farm
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consistent set of rules for planning matters across 
the whole of the City of Albany.”

Meeting Health Needs

The State Government has spent $170 million on 
a brand new, state of the art hospital which has 
provided a significant boost to the region’s health 
services. 

Albany Health Campus opened its doors in April 
2013, and is serving the broader region as well as 
Albany residents.

Future opportunities

According to Mr Wellington, Albany is on the 
cusp of achieving great things, led by the City 
of Albany and its optimistic and dedicated team 
of Councillors supported by a highly capable 
workforce.

“The opportunities here are many and varied. It’s up 
to us to grasp them, and that’s exactly what we’re 
doing,” he said.

Albany to the Pilbara.

Planning for the future

The City of Albany also recently welcomed State 
Government approval of the long-awaited Local 
Planning Scheme 1, which will replace two separate 
and outdated schemes and provide a new level of 
clarity for planning matters both large and small.

Albany Mayor Dennis Wellington said the approval 
of LPS1 was essentially the final stage of the 1998 
amalgamation of the old Town of Albany and Shire 
of Albany.

Mr Wellington said since amalgamation, the City of 
Albany had been operating with two separate and 
sometimes competing schemes which often made 
planning matters inconsistent and confusing.

 “LPS1 is an excellent contemporary planning 
scheme which will finally provide a clear and 

Padre White Lookout

“The opportunities here are many and 

varied. It’s up to us to grasp them, and 

that’s exactly what we’re doing”
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