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Tonsley

A former car factory in Adelaide’s south is now blazing 
a trail as Australia’s premier Innovation District.  

The former Mitsubishi factory at Clovelly Park was a 
southern suburbs icon for more than 40 years, but 
after the plant’s closure in 2008, the 61-hectare site 
was ripe for re-development.

Now, almost three years into a 20-year redevelopment 
project, Tonsley is transforming into a world-class 
collaborative, innovative precinct - already home to 
880 jobs, with scope for thousands more.

With collaboration at its core, Tonsley represents 
a $253 million State Government investment and 
integrates on the single site industry, research, 
education, training, retail, residential living and 
community. 

Tonsley has already attracted significant 
investment from companies such as global 
technology giant Siemens, Hills (whose Innovation 
Centres will foster innovation in health and 
medical technologies), medical device company 
Signostics and clean energy company ZEN 
Energy Systems. 

Nearby is Flinders University, which recently 
(March 10) unveiled its new $120 million flagship 
Flinders at Tonsley building, and TAFE SA’s 
Tonsley campus for all building and construction 
trade training in Adelaide – which also houses 
the newly opened Onshore Petroleum Centre of 
Excellence. 

Tonsley is about new ways to capitalise on our 
collective talents to stimulate jobs growth.

While other Australian states have long talked 
about creating a precinct of this nature, South 
Australia is the only state to have achieved it – 
and it’s open for business.

A new model of public investment

Tonsley supports the South Australian economy 
by helping companies to move up the value chain 
in terms of global competitiveness, growing those 
firms, their networks and the key industry sectors 
that drive prosperity. 

It encourages the creation of clusters focused on: 

•	 mining and resources 

•	 clean-tech and renewable energy 

•	 health and medical technologies 

•	 sustainable building products and services. 

Partnerships between industry and research 
institutions will be fundamental to innovation and 
future prosperity.

Tonsley: 
South 
Australia’s 
New Haven of 
Innovation

By Kyam Maher, South Australian 

Minister for Manufacturing 

and Innovation
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These four main market sectors align with the State 
Government’s 10 economic priorities, which aim to 
foster economic growth and job creation. 

The State Government is committed to accelerating 
advanced manufacturing by supporting new smart 
specialisation clusters and precincts where future 
industries can work together to innovate, create jobs 
and secure export growth.

The 880 jobs already on site will potentially grow 
to 6,300 when the site is fully occupied, while 800 
workers helped build the major infrastructure to 
date. There are also 6,500 students per year so far, 
with a target of 8,500 students on site.

For companies wanting to accelerate their success, 
Tonsley is a “high metabolism precinct” which 
supports collaborative thinking, discussion and 
new ideas. It’s a place where collaboration results in 
innovation and the commercialisation of high value 
products and services.

Siemens Australian Chief Executive Jeff Connolly 
said Tonsley’s vision helped Siemens decide where it 
wanted its business to go in South Australia:

A feature of Tonsley TAFE is a large and flexible learning space

South Australian Minister for Manufacturing and Innovation 
Kyam Maher at a recent Tonsley milestone industry event
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“For a business creating technology for a sustainable 
future, it was a natural progression of our 
commitment to doing business in South Australia. 
Our 2,500 square metre energy workshop, on 
track for completion next month (April), will house a 
maintenance and repair facility to service our energy 
technology business.

It will be able to overhaul larger equipment locally 
for the oil and gas industries, instead of sending it 
offshore to South Africa, Asia, the United States 
and Europe, which adds four to six weeks to a job. 
At Tonsley, we are closer to our customers and 
can be more responsive to critical local industries. 
There is also scope to attract work from customers 
in Queensland and Western Australia, which would 
otherwise go offshore. 

Our move to Tonsley comes at a perfect time for 
Siemens as we are making a serious push to be 
more relevant in the oil and gas markets, with recent 
acquisitions of US oil-equipment manufacturer 
Dresser-Rand Group and Rolls Royce Energy, global 
suppliers to the sector. It also gives South Australia 
an opportunity to lead Australia’s participation in 
Industry 4.0, or the 4th industrial revolution.”

Very close to the Siemens site at Tonsley is the iconic 
South Australian technology and communications 
company Hills, which has relocated its Hills 
Innovation Centres from Hindmarsh.

Hills will develop and manufacture medical devices 
and offer investment, business assistance and 
advanced manufacturing support to new start-ups.

It received funding through the Next Generation 
Manufacturing Investment Program, a partnership 
between the state, Victorian, and Australian 
governments as part of its response to the closure 
of Holden’s car making operations in 2017.

High impact solutions to real-world 
problems

Bold in both structure and vision, Flinders University’s 
flagship building will house its School of Computer 
Science, Engineering and Mathematics, the Flinders 
Medical Device Research Institute, Flinders Partners, 
and the Centre for Nanoscale Science & Technology.

“The State Government is committed to 
accelerating advanced manufacturing by 
supporting new smart specialisation clusters 
and precincts where future industries can 
work together to innovate, create jobs and 
secure export growth.”

Industry reference groups guide the course 
design and content at Tonsley TAFE

Flinders University’s flagship building at Tonsley
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TAFE’s $120 million Sustainable 
Industries Education Centre brings 
together building and construction 
training
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Vice Chancellor Colin Stirling said Flinders at Tonsley 
will also become a hub for entrepreneurs and 
future employers working with the Flinders New 
Venture Institute to create next generation start-up 
companies:

“By bringing together the very best students, 
researchers and entrepreneurs in a collaborative 
environment we can build links, and foster 
knowledge-exchange, in ways that build businesses 
and enhance impact.

Our students will enjoy “hands on’’ experiences in 
engineering – from aircraft wings and autonomous 
underwater vehicles – located in a 2,000 square 
metre “pod’’ – to nanoscale devices and advanced 
manufacturing techniques. In the Flinders’ Medical 
Device Research Institute – led by director Professor 
Karen Reynolds – researchers are using a $1m robot 
to study human joint movements.

This will enable the design and manufacture of more 
efficient, longer-lasting joint replacements for what is 
predicted to be a $16bn global market.”

At the helm of Tonsley’s next phase of development 
is former Oz Minerals chief Terry Burgess, who was 
last year appointed by the government as Chair of 
the Tonsley Project Steering Committee: 

“I’m really excited to be associated with it. Importantly, 
unlike remote business parks or isolated campuses, 
the precinct will be closely integrated into the local 
community providing work, housing and recreation.

The precinct will enable, encourage and support 
collaboration and innovation, and the site provides 
companies with direct access to a pool of talented 
future employees via the TAFE and university. 

Commercialisation programs on site will help 
innovators to take new ideas to market. 

“I believe the development of Tonsley has the 
potential to make the precinct one of the leading 

Innovation Districts in the world.”

Driving growth into the future

The next phase of Tonsley’s investment attraction 
efforts are underway, with the State Government 
working to achieve land sales and leasing 
arrangements that will contribute to the attraction of 
an estimated $1 billion of private investment during 
the 20-year life of the project. 

A Memorandum of Understanding was recently 
signed with Prospect SV in Silicon Valley, to help 
local cleantech innovators to better access overseas 
markets, networks and sources of capital. It will also 
bring overseas cleantech innovation into Tonsley. 

Tonsley’s green credentials are impeccable, with 
a major three megawatt capacity solar electricity 
generation project under development - one of the 
largest solar installations in the state’s history.

Origin Energy will partner with Tonsley-based ZEN 
Energy Systems to install the solar array on the old 

Industry reference groups guide the course design and content at Tonsley TAFE
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Mitsubishi Main Assembly Building, which is the 
physical heart of the precinct.  

This will not only support the State Government’s 
renewable energy target of 50 per cent by 2025, it 
will also reduce costs for tenants.  

Tonsley is also on track to become one of only a 
handful	of	sites	 in	Australia	 to	achieve	 the	five	star	
Green Building Council of Australia (GBCA) ‘Green 
Star – Communities’ rating. 

Along with Siemens, Tonsley’s target sectors of mining 
and	 resources	 have	 two	 other	 significant	 facilities.	
One is the Onshore Petroleum Centre of Excellence, 
a partnership between the state government and 
Santos, Senex Energy, Beach Energy and TAFE SA.

Students at the centre are training in petroleum 
production and maintenance operations in a fully 
simulated	environment,	avoiding	costly	fly-in,	fly-out	
training arrangements. 

The $32.2 million Drill Core Reference Library, which 
began construction in January, and will start receiving 
the state’s treasure trove of drill cores towards the 
end of the year.

Housing more than 7.5 million metres of drill core 
material currently held in four libraries across the 
state, the library will be the one-stop-shop for industry 
and geoscience explorers seeking easy access 
to the State’s inventory of drill cores generated 

from historical and recent exploration – enabling 

companies to better target future discoveries.

Opportunities

There are several ways for investors to have a 
presence at Tonsley: through membership of 
Tonsley’s co-working space (Co-HAB, which opens 
next month); through Flinders NVI’s facilities, by 
leasing a Pod in the Main Assembly Building; or on 
a freehold allotment in the land surrounding the Main 
Assembly Building. 

The State Government is also demonstrating how it 
can support and co-invest in elements within the site, 
such as the Flinders Engineering Pod, which houses 
a heavy engineering technical services workshop 
and laboratory facilities for its civil, mechanical, and 
maritime engineering courses and research.

A residential development on site will provide 
housing, built to 21st Century environmental and 
design guidelines. 850 dwellings will house 1,200 
residents, some of whom will work or study on site 
and others who will have easy access to businesses 
in	 the	 City	 of	 Marion	 or	 via	 the	 newly	 electrified	
Tonsley train line to the Adelaide CBD.

A strong precinct brand, inclusive governance and 
a vision for the future will ensure Tonsley retains its 
unique	benefits	long	into	the	future.	

www.tonsley.com.au

Every aspect of TAFE SA’s Sustainable Industries Education Centre 
reflects industry workshop conditions
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